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Introduction 
1. This Statement has been prepared by Pucklechurch Parish Council (the Parish Council) to 

accompany its submission to the local planning authority, South Gloucestershire Council, 
of Pucklechurch Neighbourhood Development Plan 2025-2042 (the Neighbourhood Plan) 
under Regulation 15 of The Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012.  

2. The Neighbourhood Plan must meet the following requirements: 

Legal matters 

(1) The examiner must consider the following: - 

(a) whether the draft neighbourhood development plan meets the basic 
conditions (see sub-paragraph (2)), 

(b) whether the draft neighbourhood development plan complies with the 
provision made by or under sections 61E(2), 61J and 61L, 

(c) whether the area for any referendum should extend beyond the 
neighbourhood area to which the draft neighbourhood development plan 
relates, and 

(d) such other matters as may be prescribed. 

The Basic Conditions 

(2) A draft neighbourhood development plan meets the basic conditions if: - 

(a) having regard to national policies and advice contained in guidance issued by 
the Secretary of State, it is appropriate to make the neighbourhood development 
plan, 

(b) the making of the neighbourhood development plan contributes to the 
achievement of sustainable development, 

(c) the making of the neighbourhood development plan is in general conformity 
with the strategic policies contained in the development plan for the area of the 
authority (or any part of that area), 

(d) the making of the neighbourhood development plan does not breach, and is 
otherwise compatible with, EU obligations, and 

(e) prescribed conditions are met in relation to the neighbourhood development 
plan and prescribed matters have been complied with in connection with the 
proposal for the neighbourhood development plan. 

(f) The examiner is not to consider any matter that does not fall within sub-
paragraph (1) (apart from considering whether the draft neighbourhood 
development plan is compatible with the Convention rights). 

Legal Requirements 
3. The Plan is submitted by Pucklechurch Parish Council, which, as a qualifying body, is 

entitled to submit a Neighbourhood Plan for its own parish. 
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4. Pucklechurch Parish Council first secured designation of the Neighbourhood Area for the 
Neighbourhood Plan in January 2012 and this was based on the Parish boundary. In May 
2023, boundary changes were made to Pucklechurch Parish and so it was necessary to 
update the designated Neighbourhood Area. This was subject to consultation and was 
approved by South Gloucestershire Council on 25 October 2023. The designation map 
published by South Gloucestershire Council showing the extent of the designated 
Neighbourhood Area is attached as Appendix 1. 

5. The Plan contains policies relating to the development and use of land within the 
neighbourhood area. Proposals relating to planning matters (the use and development of 
land) have been prepared in accordance with the statutory requirements and processes 
set out in the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended by the Localism Act 2011) 
and the Neighbourhood Planning Regulations 2012. 

6. The Plan identifies the period to which it relates as 2025 to 2042  This relates to the South 
Gloucestershire Core Strategy which has a plan period ending 2027. 

7. The Plan does not deal with County Matters (mineral extraction and waste development), 
nationally significant infrastructure or any other matters set out in Section 61K of the Town 
and Country Planning Act 1990. 

8. The Plan relates only to the Neighbourhood Area within Pucklechurch Parish. It does not 
relate to more than one neighbourhood area. There are no other neighbourhood 
development plans in place within the neighbourhood area. 
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The Basic Conditions 
Having regard to national policies and advice contained in guidance issued by the 
Secretary of State 

9. The Neighbourhood Plan has been prepared having regard to national policies, in 
particular those set out in the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF 2019) and the 
National Planning Practice Guidance (NPPG) suite. It is contended that the neighbourhood 
plan accords with the core Planning Principles at the heart of the NPPF.  The NPPF was 
updated in July 2021 and this version will be utilised in this Basic Conditions Statement. 

10. Table 1 provides a summary of how policies in the neighbourhood plan conform to the 
NPPF 2021. The NPPF paragraphs set out are those considered most relevant. The table is 
not intended to be an exhaustive list of all NPPF policies. 
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Table 1 – Meeting Basic Conditions 
Pucklechurch 
Neighbourhood Plan Policy 

NPPF Reference 
(December 2024 
Version) 

South Gloucestershire 
Development Plan Policy 
Reference 
 

Commentary 

PUCKLE 1 – Protection of 
Facilities of importance to 
the local community  

NPPF Para 29, 88(d), 98, 
100, 101 109, 110, 111, 
128 

Policy CS6, Policy CS14, 
Policy CS23, Policy CS24, 
Policy CS29,  
 

Paragraph 98 of the NPPF says that planning policies and decisions should plan 
positively for the provision of community facilities to enhance the sustainability 
of communities and residential environments. PUCKLE1 identifies important 
community facilities and seeks to establish their use and importance, to 
provide appropriate policy support in accordance with Paragraph 98 (c). 
 
Paragraph 98 (d) of the NPPF says that planning policies and decisions should 
ensure that established shops, facilities and services are retained for the 
benefit of the community. PUCKLE1 seeks to fulfil this purpose in accordance 
with this and with Paragraph 98 (c) whilst recognising the limitations on this 
imposed by permitted development rights. 
 

PUCKLE 2 – Requirements for 
additional Local Community 
Facilities  

NPPF Para 29, 88(d), 98, 
100, 101 109, 110, 111, 
128 
 

Policy CS5, Policy CS6, 
Policy CS29  

Paragraph 98 of the NPPF says that planning policies and decisions should plan 
positively for the provision of community facilities to enhance the sustainability 
of communities and residential environments. PUCKLE1 identifies important 
community facilities and seeks to establish their use and importance, to 
provide appropriate policy support in accordance with Paragraph 98 (c). 
 
Paragraph 98 (d) of the NPPF says that planning policies and decisions should 
ensure that established shops, facilities and services are retained for the 
benefit of the community. PUCKLE1 seeks to fulfil this purpose in accordance 
with this and with Paragraph 98 (c) whilst recognising the limitations on this 
imposed by permitted development rights. 
 

PUCKLE 3- Affordable 
Housing Tenure  

NPPF Paras 64-66  Policy CS18, Policy PSP39,  PUCKLE3 seeks consideration of local housing affordability in the formulation 
and determination of proposals. 
 

PUCKLE 4 – Housing Type 
and Size  

NPPF Paras 64-66 and 71  Policy CS18, Policy PSP43  PUCKLE4 seeks consideration of local housing type needs in the context of 
affordability and the availability of local housing to meet local needs in 
particular for older and younger households. 
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PUCKLE 5 – Accommodation 
for the elderly  

NPPF Paras 64-66 and 71  Policy CS20  PUCKLE5 supports the provision of care accommodation to meet identified 
local needs for the elderly. 
 

PUCKLE 6 – Good Design and 
Development Form in 
Pucklechurch Parish  

NPPF Para 29, 115(c) 
125(e), 129-130, 133-135  

Policy CS1  PUCKLE6 is supported with evidence provided through the Pucklechurch 
Design Guidance and Codes report (August 2023) prepared by AECOM. The 
report identifies character types within Pucklechurch Parish and provides 
design principles to maintain character features, local design vernacular and 
materials. The policy required development proposals to demonstrate how the 
design principles for each character area and broader design codes have been 
addressed or considered. 

PUCKLE 7 – Environmental 
Performance of Buildings  

NPPF Paras 164-165  Policy CS3, Policy PSP6  NPPF paragraphs 164 and 165 encourage new development to be planned in 
ways which avoids increased vulnerability to climate change, reduces 
greenhouse gas emissions, presents positive strategies for energy use within 
developments and identifies opportunities for decentralised energy systems. 
Building Regulations set out how much new developments should meet these 
goals. 
 
Within the incoming Future Homes Standard framework, PUCKLE7 provides 
support for the adoption of measures which go as far as possible as soon as 
possible within viability and other considerations. 
 

PUCKLE 8 – Reusing 
Employment Premises and 
Sites  

NPPF Paras 85-89, 127  Policy CS5, Policy CS29, 
Policy PSP27  

NPPF Para 85 stresses the importance of planning policies in creating the 
conditions for business to grow. Para 86 says policies should have a clear vision 
and para 86 (d) says that can address barriers and (e) says they should be 
flexible. Para 88 says that policies should enable businesses to grow in rural 
areas through the conversion of buildings, through agricultural diversification in 
farm buildings. PUCKLE8 provides local support for flexibility in the reuse of 
land and buildings for economic use, to encourage business and to provide 
local jobs. 
 

PUCKLE 9 - Promotion of 
Live/Work Units  

NPPF Paras 86 (d) & (e), 
88, 89  

Policy PSP28, Policy PSP42  NPPF Para 85 stresses the importance of planning policies in creating the 
conditions for business to grow. Para 86 says policies should have a clear vision 
and para 86 (d) says that can address barriers and (e) says they should be 
flexible. Para 88 says that policies should enable businesses to grow in rural 
areas through the conversion of buildings, through agricultural diversification in 
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farm buildings. PUCKLE9 support these goals with a support for live/work units 
which responds to the make-up of local businesses in Pucklechurch. 
 

PUCKLE 10 – Support for 
Home Offices and 
Extensions  

NPPF Paras 124-125, 
127-128  

Policy CS5, Policy PSP28, 
Policy PSP38  

NPPF Para 85 stresses the importance of planning policies in creating the 
conditions for business to grow. Para 86 says policies should have a clear vision 
and para 86 (d) says that can address barriers and (e) says they should be 
flexible. Para 88 says that policies should enable businesses to grow in rural 
areas through the conversion of buildings, through agricultural diversification in 
farm buildings. PUCKL10 supports the achievement of these goals by 
supporting development that would support local home-based businesses. 
 

PUCKLE 11 - Farm 
Diversification  

NPPF Paras 88, 89  Policy CS5, Policy 34, 
Policy PSP28, Policy 
PSP29, Policy PSP30  

NPPF Para 88 says that policies should enable businesses to grow in rural areas 
through the conversion of buildings, through agricultural diversification in farm 
buildings. PUCKLE11 provides local support for farm-based businesses to 
diversify to improve their viability at the same time as providing opportunities 
for local business development and local services. 

PUCKLE 12 – Employment 
and Skills Plans  

NPPF Para 8  Policy CS12, Policy CS29  NPPF para 8 places the achievement of sustainable development at the centre 
of the planning system purpose. The benefits of construction of larger schemes 
can be felt locally with the right support in place. This provides important 
economic and social objectives through skills improvements and work 
experience. Local Plan policies in many areas set requirements for employment 
skills plans. Given the proposals to undertake significant development in the 
area, PUCKLE12 encourages developers who will be in the area for a long time, 
to consider how they can deliver these benefits. 

PUCKLE 13 – Leisure walking 
routes  

NPPF Paras 109, 111 (d)  Policy CS8, Policy CS29, 
PSP10  

NPPF Paragraph 109 says that in considering transport issues from the earliest 
stages of plan-making, a vision-led approach should be used to identify 
transport solutions that deliver well-designed, sustainable and popular places. 
Part (c) says that this should involve opportunities to promote walking, cycling 
and public transport. 
 
Paragraph 111 (d) says that planning policies should provide for attractive and 
well-designed walking and cycling networks. PUCKLE13 is supported by local 
work undertaken to identify important leisure walking routes in the parish. 
Strategic development in the parish should have regard to the role and function 
of these routes, and their importance to residents. 
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PUCKLE 14 - Local Green 
Space  

NPPF Paras 106-108  Policy CS2, Policy CS29, 
Policy PSP4  

PUCKLE14 seeks to designate a Local Green Space and demonstrates that the 
proposed designation meets the criteria of the NPPF. 
 

PUCKLE 15 – Active Travel 
Routes  

NPPF Paras 106-109, 111 
(d)  

Policy PSP10, Policy CS29  NPPF Paragraph 109 says that in considering transport issues from the earliest 
stages of plan-making, a vision-led approach should be used to identify 
transport solutions that deliver well-designed, sustainable and popular places. 
Part (c) says that this should involve opportunities to promote walking, cycling 
and public transport. 
 
Paragraph 111 (d) says that planning policies should provide for attractive and 
well-designed walking and cycling networks. PUCKLE15 is supported by local 
work undertaken to identify key walking and cycling network, and assess the 
current efficacy and performance of these routes. 
 
PUCKLE15 encourages developers to consider the opportunities to deliver the 
priorities identified for improvements to walking and cycling networks. 
Identifying community priorities within an assessed framework utilising national 
guidance principles is a helpful contribution for the Neighbourhood Plan to 
make and it should enable positive engagement to take place over the potential 
to deliver on priorities to improve the scope for walking and cycling within 
Pucklechurch Parish. 
 

PUCKLE 16 – Better Bus 
Services for Pucklechurch 
Parish  

NPPF Paras 109-110  Policy CS6, Policy CS8, 
Policy CS29  

NPPF Paragraph 109 says that in considering transport issues from the earliest 
stages of plan-making, a vision-led approach should be used to identify 
transport solutions that deliver well-designed, sustainable and popular places. 
Part (e) says that this should involve opportunities to promote walking, cycling 
and public transport. 
 
PUCKLE16 supports the potential to improve local bus routes to and from the 
area. This recognises that in many ways, the existing area lacks public transport 
services and many local services are too far to walk to. Sustainability objectives 
to reduce the need to travel by car also apply to existing built development. 
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Contributes to the achievement of sustainable development 

11. The following sustainability assessment has been carried out to assess how the policies in 
the Pucklechurch Neighbourhood Plan contribute positively to delivering sustainable 
development. The NDP will serve an economic, social and environmental objective and 
seeks to balance them. Table 2 summarises the various sustainability outcomes of each 
policy in the Pucklechurch Neighbourhood Plan. 

Table 2 – Contribution to Sustainable Development 
Neighbourhood 
Plan Policy 

Economic objective Social Objective Environmental Objective 

PUCKLE1 - 
Protection of 
Facilities of 
importance to the 
local community 
 
And 
 
PUCKLE2 - 
requirements for 
additional Local 
Community 
Facilities  
 

Ensuring a good network of 
community facilities and 
assets supports a well-
balanced community 
which is an economic 
advantage. Would support 
the retention of services in 
Pucklechurch Parish. 
  

It is an important aspect 
of sustainable 
development that 
community facilities are 
present and available 
locally. Would meet an 
important community 
objective to retain 
existing local facilities 
used by schools and 
residents. 

Local community 
facilities allow people to 
use their cars less in 
accessing key local 
services. Would support 
local availability of 
facilities reducing the 
need to travel to other 
places for services used 
by the local community. 

PUCKLE3 - 
Affordable 
Housing Tenure  
 

Supports the availability of 
homes affordable to the 
local working population on 
average incomes. Local 
policies which support a 
range of housing to meet 
identified local needs will 
help the economy of the 
area to function better 

Supports the retention of 
a balanced community 
and over-concentration 
of the elderly, based on 
affordable housing 
provision.  

A supply of homes 
affordable to people who 
work in the area should 
contribute to objectives 
which seek to reduce the 
need to travel by car. 

PUCKLE4 - 
Housing Type and 
Size 
 

Local policies which 
support a range of housing 
to meet identified local 
needs will help the 
economy of the area to 
function better. 

The policy targets 
specific requirements 
where lack of provision 
may be preventing life 
stage-related access to 
the right kind of housing, 
which supports a 
balanced community. 

Ensuring a more effective 
local housing market will 
support reductions in the 
need to travel to work. 

PUCKLE5 - 
Accommodation 
for the elderly  
 

Providing suitable 
accommodation for elderly 
people promotes the 
efficient use of the 
available housing stock, 
releasing under-occupied 
properties for new 
occupants 

There is a social benefit 
derived from efficient 
release of under-
occupied larger 
properties to allow 
families to meet their 
housing needs. 

Smaller household 
occupation of larger 
properties promoted 
higher energy use than 
would be needed and 
good quality 
accommodation targeted 
to the needs of the elderly 
would be environmentally 
positive. 
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PUCKLE6 - Good 
Design and 
Development 
Form in 
Pucklechurch 
Parish  
–  
 

A high-quality environment 
based on good design 
principles is attractive to 
business and to visitors 
which support the local 
economy. 

Good design creates 
socially inclusive places 
and enables all members 
of the community to 
navigate and enjoy public 
spaces. 

Will ensure that 
development proposals 
have regard to the 
character of existing 
settlements within the 
Parish. 

PUCKLE7 - 
Environmental 
Performance of 
Buildings  
 

Will support businesses in 
reducing and managing 
energy costs. 

More energy efficient 
buildings will support 
local people to manage 
energy costs more 
effectively. 

Will contribute to net zero 
carbon objectives 

PUCKLE8 - 
Reusing 
Employment 
Premises and 
Sites  
 
And 
 
PUCKLE9 - 
Promotion of 
Live/Work Units  
 
And 
 
PUCKLE10 - 
Support for Home 
Offices and 
Extensions 
 

More people working 
locally will create spin off 
benefits for local services.  

A working community 
rather than a dormitory or 
retired community is 
more socially vibrant, 
vital and socially 
sustainable. 

Greater employment 
opportunities within the 
Parish will reduce the 
need for residents to 
travel to work by car given 
the lack of public 
transport serving the 
area. 

PUCKLE11 - Farm 
Diversification  
 

Despite proximity to Bristol, 
the Parish has an 
agricultural character and 
it is important to support 
the farms which remain to 
secure their economic 
future. 

Farm diversification often 
results in socially-
valuable local facilities 
such as shops and cafes. 

Farm shops promote 
local food sourcing and 
supply, and is often 
partnered with 
sustainable farming 
practices to promote high 
quality food, which is 
good for the environment. 

PUCKLE12 - 
Employment and 
Skills Plans 

Where local employment 
opportunities arise through 
new development it is 
important to ensure local 
people have an opportunity 
to access this employment 
and learn the skills needed 
for the jobs available. 

Providing access to 
employment by giving 
access to skills training 
and work experience 
provides important social 
benefits. 

 

PUCKLE13 - 
Leisure walking 
routes 

High quality leisure walking 
routes especially if 
connecting to important 
green infrastructure can 
bring in visitors to support 
local businesses. 

The settlements in the 
Parish have relatively 
little green infrastructure 
within them and so 
people rely on the 
countryside. 

Promoting access routes 
to the countryside can be 
combined with efforts to 
connect habitats to 
strengthen nature. 
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PUCKLE 14 - Local 
Green Space  

A key part of providing a 
high-quality local 
environment which is 
attractive. 

Supports health and well-
being for local residents. 

Supports linked-up and 
improved green spaces 
and habitats and 
supports local 
alternatives in the Parish 
to reduce pressure on 
sensitive habitats. 

PUCKLE 15 – 
Active Travel 
Routes  

Safe and convenient routes 
to key services, places of 
work or transport hubs 
increase the available 
employment opportunities 
for local people and 
support healthy living. 

It is important that the 
walking routes that 
connect important 
facilities within the 
settlements of the Parish 
are safe and do not 
discourage walking. 
Supports healthy living 
and provides means of 
sustainable travel for all 
sections of the 
population 

Active travel means 
leaving the car at home 
and measures to promote 
it result in significant 
environmental benefits. 

PUCKLE 16 – 
Better Bus 
Services for 
Pucklechurch 
Parish  

A good bus service into 
Bristol and to nearby 
centres will improve 
employment opportunities 
for local people. 

For people who do not 
own or drive cars, a good 
bus service is a social 
lifeline. 

Use of public transport 
over the private car has 
clear environmental 
benefits in terms of 
reductions in carbon 
emission and in terms of 
air quality. 

 

General conformity with the strategic policies in the development plan 

12. The Development Plan for the NDP is:  

a. South Gloucestershire Local Plan – Core Strategy 2006 – 2027 – Adopted 2013. 

b. South Gloucestershire Local Plan – Policies, Sites and Places Plan – Adopted 2017. 

c. West Of England Joint Waste Core Strategy – Adopted 2011. 

13. The Pucklechurch Neighbourhood Plan does not contain any policies relating to minerals 
and waste planning.  Where policies from the South Gloucestershire development plan 
are relevant to the policies in the Pucklechurch Neighbourhood Plan, these are referenced 
within the supporting text of the document.  The Pucklechurch Neighbourhood Plan adds 
local detail in support of the higher tier policies and does not conflict with or undermine 
them. 
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Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA Directive 2001/42/EC) 

Habitats Regulations Assessment (Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC) 

14. Pucklechurch Parish Council requested a screening opinion for SEA and HRA from South 
Gloucestershire Council.  In September 2024, a response was issued in the form of 
Determination letter with a formal Screening Opinion. The determination and Screening 
Opinion is attached as Appendix 2. The concluding section of the Determination 
Statement stated that:   

 

 

 

Human Rights Legislation 

15. The Pucklechurch Neighbourhood Plan has regard to and is compatible with the 
fundamental rights and freedoms guaranteed under the European Convention on Human 
Rights. The main issues for planning in the context of human rights are: protection of 
property, right to respect for private and family life and prohibition of discrimination. The 
NDP complies with the requirements of the Human Rights Act 1998.  All reasonable 
attempts were made to ensure that all Pucklechurch Parish residents, including those 
living outside the Neighbourhood Area but within the Parish, and all relevant stakeholders, 
were given the opportunity to contribute to and comment upon the NDP. 
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Appendix 1 – Map showing designated Neighbourhood Area 
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Appendix 2:  Screening Opinion from South Gloucestershire Council 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Environment and Community Services, South Gloucestershire Council, PO Box 1954, 
Bristol BS37 0DD 

www.southglos.gov.uk 

 

 

 
 

Department for Environment and Community Services 
 

 Date: 25 September 2024 
Our Ref: PNP Screening Opinion 
Enquiries to: 
Section: Spatial Planning Policy 
E-mail: neighbourhoodplanning@southglos.gov.uk 

 
Dear Cllr Rick Dunning, 
 
Pucklechurch Neighbourhood Development Plan – SEA Determination 
 
To assist in the production of the Pucklechurch Neighbourhood Development Plan, 
South Gloucestershire Council undertook a Strategic Environmental Assessment 
(SEA) Screening Opinion. An SEA Screening Opinion, once consulted on with 
statutory consultees, is intended to determine whether or not the Neighbourhood 
Development Plan (NDP) would require a Strategic Environmental Assessment. 
 
SEA Screening Opinion – South Gloucestershire Council 
 
A pre-submission version of the Pucklechurch Neighbourhood Development Plan, 
received in May 2024 by South Gloucestershire Council was used to consider the likely 
environmental effects of the NDP against the criteria set out in Schedule I of the 
Environment Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004. The 
consideration of likely effects against the Schedule I criteria are available to view in 
Appendix 1. 
 
Following analysis of likely significant effects, South Gloucestershire Council 
considered that the Pucklechurch Neighbourhood Development Plan was unlikely to 
have any significant effects on the environment. The initial opinion was that a Strategic 
Environmental Assessment of the Pucklechurch Neighbourhood Development Plan 
was not required. 
 
As required by Regulation 9(2) (a) of the Environmental Assessment of Plans and 
Programmes Regulations 2004, the screening opinion was sent to Historic England, 
Natural England and the Environment Agency in order to arrive at a determination in 
consultation with the statutory consultees. The screening opinion was shared with the 
statutory consultees on the 09th September 2024 and is available to view at Appendix 
1. 
 
SEA Screening Opinion – Statutory Consultees 
 
All three statutory consultees agreed with South Gloucestershire Councils screening 
opinion, that the Pucklechurch Neighbourhood Development Plan was unlikely to give 
rise to significant environmental effects and therefore would not require Strategic 
Environmental Assessment. The response of Historic England, Natural England and 
the Environment Agency can be viewed in Appendix 2. 



 

Environment and Community Services, South Gloucestershire Council, PO Box 1954, 
Bristol BS37 0DD 

www.southglos.gov.uk 

 

 

 
Habitat Regulation Assessment Screening Opinion – Natural England 
 
Natural England utilised the information within the analysis of likely significant effects 
found in the screening report attached at Appendix 1 to also determine that the 
Pucklechurch NDP would be unlikely to give rise to significant environmental effects 
on European Designated Sites and can therefore be screened out from any 
requirement for further assessment under the Habitat Regulations. This determination 
is also available at Appendix 2. 
 
Determination 
 
Following the response of the statutory bodies, who agreed with South 
Gloucestershire Council that the Pucklechurch Neighbourhood Development Plan is 
unlikely to give rise to significant environmental effects which would require Strategic 
Environmental Assessment, or have significant effects on European Designated Sites 
that would require consideration under the Habitats Directive, it has been determined 
that no further SEA is required. This determination has been arrived at in agreement 
with relevant statutory consultees. 
 
For the purpose of demonstrating that the NDP is unlikely to have significant effects 
on the environment; as required by the Neighbourhood Planning (General) 
(Amendment) Regulations 2015), Appendix 1, supported by Appendix 2 of this 
document could be considered to form the statement of reasons. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Danny Dixon 
Senior Planning Policy Officer 

Strategic Planning Policy & Specialist Advice Team 
neighbourhoodplanning@southglos.gov.uk 
Department for Environment and Community Services | PO Box 1954 | Bristol | BS37 0DD 
 

Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail 

  

mailto:neighbourhoodplanning@southglos.gov.uk
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Purpose of Screening Opinion 
The screening opinion has two purposes: 

 

• Firstly, to determine whether the Pucklechurch Neighbourhood Development 

Plan (PNDP) is likely to have significant environmental effects and require 

strategic environmental assessment (SEA).  

• Secondly, to determine whether the plan has potential negative or uncertain 

effects on Natura 2000 sites of relevance, which would require further 

consideration under the Habitat Regulations. 

 

This screening opinion has been produced by South Gloucestershire Council, in 

accordance with the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes 

Regulations 2004 and Habitat Regulation 2010.  

As required by Regulation 9(2)(b) of the Environmental Assessment of Plans and 

Programmes Regulations 2004, and Habitats Regulation (2010), the screening 

opinion is now being sent to the statutory consultation bodies with a five week period 

allowed for response, in order for the Council to arrive at a determination, in 

consultation with the statutory consultees. 

 

Assessing Likely Effects 
A draft of the PNDP, received by the council in May 2024 has been utilised to 

consider the likely environmental effects, and effects on Natura 2000 sites of 

relevance. This version of the Neighbourhood Plan has been supplied alongside this 

screening opinion.  

 

The criteria in Schedule I (of the Environmental Assessment of Plans and 

Programmes Regulations 2004) have been utilised to assess the Plan and produce 

this screening opinion, to assist consideration of likely effects and make a robust 

determination.  

 

In considering likely effects, baseline data and findings within the Sustainability 

Appraisals of the Core Strategy (2013), Policies Sites and Places Plan (2017) have 

been utilised, where they relate to the Pucklechurch area. The Habitat Regulations 

screening opinion has been informed by the conclusions of the Core Strategy Habitat 

Regulation Assessment (2011) and Screening Determination of the Polices, Sites 

and Places Plan.  

 

In addition to this information the most current and available data for certain 

environmental issues were considered as the basis for the screening opinion. 

 

Flood Risk 
A number of studies have taken place to determine the extent and vulnerability of 
flood risk in and around Pucklechurch. The primary studies of relevance in this 
screening opinion were: 

• Environment Agency National Flood Zone data; 

• South Gloucestershire Council Level 1 Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (February 
2021); and 
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• South Gloucestershire Council Level 2 Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (December 
2011). 

 
The PNDP does not make any allocations within the plan for development, however 
does seek to influence development design and quality through specific development 
management policies. The primary purpose of the SFRA2 therefore was to inform 
the second part of the Exception Test for the Neighbourhood Planning process, 
ensuring that any potential new development would be in areas with least flood risk 
and safe for its lifetime (taking account of the vulnerability of its users), not increase 
flood risk elsewhere and where possible, reduce flood risk overall. As no 
development allocations are proposed, the focus has been on the SFRA Level 1. 
 

Heritage and material assets 
The South Gloucestershire Historic Environmental Records contains regularly 
maintained and updated information on: 

 

• Conservation Area boundaries;  

• Article 4 directions;  

• Registered Parks and Gardens both nationally and locally designated; 

Scheduled Ancient Monuments; and  

• Listed Buildings.  

The record also has information on undesignated assets, such as known 
archaeology and non‐designated above heritage ground assets. 
 

Nature Conservation 
The screening opinion has also taken account of the nature conservation assets 

within and adjacent to the plan area including: 

 

• International designations; Special Protection Areas, Special Areas of 

Conservation and Ramsar Sites; 

• National Designations; Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI); and 

• Local Sites of Nature Conservation Interest. 

 

This has been supplemented by confidential data on protected species, habitats and 

related information held by South Gloucestershire Council. 
 

Pucklechurch Neighbourhood Plan Screening Opinion 
 

The consideration of likely environmental effects, against the criteria in Schedule I, is 

set out in Appendix 1 of this screening opinion. 

From the analysis of likely effects South Gloucestershire Council considers policies 

to support a wide range of issues within the PNDP, are: 

1. Unlikely to have any significant environmental effects. Therefore Strategic 

Environmental Assessment of the Pucklechurch Neighbourhood Development 

Plan is not required. 
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2. It has also determined that no significant negative or uncertain effects on the 

Severn Estuary SPA/SAC/ Ramsar site arise as a result of this 

Neighbourhood Plan and no other European protected sites are impacted. 

Therefore the PNDP can be screened out from further consideration under 

the Habitat Regulations. 

 

Please can you provide support or objection on this initial screening opinion, 

so a determination on the need for full SEA can be given. 
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SEA DIRECTIVE CRITERIA 

FOR DETERMINING THE 

LIKELY SIGNIFICANCE OF 

EFFECTS 

 

RESPONSE IN RELATION TO: PUCKLECHURCH 

NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

The degree to which the plan or 

programme sets a framework for 

projects and other activities, 

either with regard to the location, 

nature, size and operating 

conditions or by allocating 

resources. 

The Pucklechurch Neighbourhood Development Plan (PNDP) 
would, if made, form part of the statutory Development Plan for 
South Gloucestershire, (henceforth ‘the Local Plan’). It therefore 
would contribute to the framework for future development 
consents of projects within the boundary of the PNDP. 
 
The plan sits within a wider framework, set by the South 
Gloucestershire Local Plan (Core Strategy 2013 and the Policies, 
Sites and Places Plan 2017) and the National Planning Policy 
Framework.  
 
However, the framework set by this plan is for localised projects 
and activities, with limited effects and resource implications. The 
plan does not seek to allocate sites for development and instead 
seeks to add a further level of local detail to policies already set 
out within the South Gloucestershire Development Plan. 

The degree to which the plan or 

programme influences other 

plans and programmes including 

those in the hierarchy. 

 

The PNDP adds local level detail to assist in determining 
planning applications within the plan area, in this case the parish 
of Pucklechurch. The PNDP will become a material consideration 
in the determination of applications for planning permission.  
 
The policies within the PNDP are considered to be in general 
conformity with the wider framework and strategic direction set 
by the South Gloucestershire Core Strategy and Polices Sites 
and Places (PSP) Plan. 
 
This allows Neighbourhood Plans in the district to review and 
consider approaches to small scale growth, infill development 
and amendments to settlement boundaries. The PNDP does not 
look to identify or allocate specific sites for local housing need. 
 
The PNDP does seek to influence planning applications through 
the adoption of development management policies which are 
considered to add a further level of detail over and above that 
already adopted in the South Gloucestershire Development Plan, 
and therefore, policies that have already been appropriately 
assed through the Sustainability Appraisal. 
 
The wider framework and strategic direction set by the Core 

Strategy and PSP Plan documents have each been subject to 

Sustainability Appraisal incorporating Strategic Environmental 

Assessment in their own rights. 



 

Environment and Community Services, South Gloucestershire Council, PO Box 1954, 
Bristol BS37 0DD 

www.southglos.gov.uk 

 

 

The relevance of the plan or 

programme for the integration of 

environmental consideration in 

particular with a view to 

promoting sustainable 

development 

The PNDP demonstrates the neighbourhood vision through local 

level policy. Specific policies in relation to the environment focus 

on: 

• PUCKLE 1 – Protection of Facilities of importance to the local 

community 

• PUCKLE 2 – Requirements for additional Local Community 

Facilities 

• PUCKLE 6 – Good Design and Development Form in 

Pucklechurch Parish 

• PUCKLE 7 – Environmental Performance of Buildings 

• PUCKLE 8 – Reusing Employment Premises and Sites 

• PUCKLE 9 – Promotion of Live/Work Units 

• PUCKLE 10 – Support for Home Offices and Extensions 

• PUCKLE 13 – Leisure walking routes 

• PUCKLE 14 – Local Green Space 

• PUCKLE 15 – Active Travel Routes 

 

These policies are considered to maintain and add local direction 

to the overarching policy approaches set out in South 

Gloucestershire’s adopted development plan. 

Policy PUCKLE 1 and PUCKLE 2 seek to build upon the existing 

local access to commnuity infrastructure and supports a local 

approach to Core Strategy policy CS23 Community Infrastructure 

and Cultural Activity. PUCKLE 1 also builds upon Policies, Sites 

and Places Plan Policy PSP44 Open Space, Sport and 

Recreation by outlining the approach to development on sites 

which currently have active commnuity facilities. Policy PUCKLE 

1 identifies existing facilities that should be protected and 

enhanced whilst PUCKLE 2 identifies how development that 

comes forward could contribute to the expansion of commnuity 

facilities in the local area. The protection, enhancement and 

provision of these facilities encouraged by these policies 

promotes sustainable development by ensuring the local 

commnuity have access to facilities in their local area, reducing 

the need for unsustainable travel patterns.  

Policy PUCKLE 6 and PUCKLE 7 expand on the criteria set out 

in CS1 High Quality Design to encourage development in the 

neighbourhood plan area to have a high environmental 

performance and quality of design. PUCKLE 6 is also supported 

by a series of Design Codes and Character Areas and which add 

a further detailed layer to existing policy that can be applied to 

the Pucklechurch Neighbourhood Plan area. PUCKLE 6 also 

seeks to build further detail on top of Policies, sites and Places 

Plan Policy PSP1 Local Distinctiveness. The combination of 

these policies and design codes could achieve higher quality 

built form which will perform better in environmental terms. This 
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will have the potential to deliver more sustainable built form 

within the neighbourhood plan area. 

 

Policies PUCKLE 8, PUCKLE 9 and PUCKLE 10 seek, in various 

way, to promote smaller scale employment and retail spaces to 

be either maintained or new provision created. These policies 

indirectly support the objectives of Core Strategy Policy CS8 

Improving Accessibility. This is primarily through the provision of 

work spaces in a variety of different forms within the 

neighbourhood plan area. It is considered that this encourages 

sustainable development by reducing the need to travel by 

providing local accessible spaces to work and this in turn 

encourage new sustainable patterns of travel and opens up 

opportunities for local people to travel in alternative ways to the 

private car where previously access to spaces would require 

longer travel distances into main employment hubs such as 

Bristol where private car travel would likely be a much more 

attractive option given the longer distances involved. 

It is considered that PNDP policy is aimed at improving the 

sustainability of development, quality of life and consideration of 

sustainability issues within the PNDP area. The polices 

contained within the plan add further detail to policies adopted in 

South Gloucestershire’s Local Development Plan which have 

already been assessed through the Sustainability Appraisal 

process. 

Environmental problems relevant 

to the plan or programme 

The PNDP area contains some areas of Flood Zone 3 and 2 the 

majority of which lies along the northern edge of the M4 and 

south of Westerleigh Road with a second smaller area runs 

along the eastern edge of the plan area at Marsh Farm and 

Churchmead Farm within the Feltham Brook.  

The PNDP does not intend to allocate sites and does not include 

any policies that would impact areas of flood risk which is a likely 

reflection of the minimal areas covered by higher flood risk 

zones. 

The PNDP area contains a number of designated heritage 

assets, with a focus around the Pucklechurch Conservation Area 

which includes a concentration of nationally and locally listed 

heritage assets. The Siston Conservation Area although mostly 

outside of the neighbourhood area does have a small portion of 

its boundary to the south within the neighbourhood plan area. 

There is also a strong relationship the Dyrham Conservation 

Area and Dyrham National Park to the east of Pucklechurch 

although this also sits outside of the plan area. The Round 

Burrow on Shortwood Hill as well as the Brandy Bottom Colliery 

are Scheduled Ancient Monuments located within the plan area. 
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Further details of these are contained below (see section relating 

to the value and vulnerability of the area likely to be affected). 

The PNDP area is not in close proximity to site of international 

importance such as the Severn Estuary (SPA, SAC and Ramsar 

site) however does have a number of local nature conservation 

importance. Further details of these are contained below (see 

section relating to the value and vulnerability of the area likely to 

be affected). 

The plan aims to provide a further level of detail to policies 

currently in place in South Gloucestershire’s Local Development 

Plan. The Core Strategy and Policies, Sites and Place Plan have 

already been assessed through the Sustainability Appraisal 

process. It is not considered that significant effects will arise from 

the further detailed policies set out within the PNDP. 

The relevance of the plan or 

programme for the 

implementation of community 

legislation on the environment 

(e.g. plans and programmes 

linked to waste-management or 

water protection). 

The plan is not considered to create any effects of significance. 

The probability, duration, 

frequency and reversibility of the 

effects 

The plan is not considered to create any effects of significance.  

The cumulative nature of the 

effects 

The plan is not considered to create any effects of significance. 

The trans boundary nature of the 

effects 

 

The plan seeks to increase the self-sufficiency of Pucklechurch 

with policies that encourage the protection and enhancement of 

existing commnuity facilities and new provision as well as 

increase the availability of small scale work units. Policy 

PUCKLE 13 Leisure Walking routes and PUCKLE 16 Active 

Travel Routes also seeks to protect and enhance routes across 

the plan area including towards Bristol. It is considered that these 

policies will have a trans boundary impact, particularly on 

commuter patterns. The effect is considered to be a positive 

effect reducing the reliance of the community in Pucklechurch on 

services and facilities outside of the parish boundary including 

jobs located in the East Fringe and Bristol. 

The risks to human health or the 

environment (e.g due to 

accidents) 

 

The plan area does include areas of Flood Zone 3 and 2 as well 

as identified areas for potential surface water flooding. The 

PNDP does not intend to allocate sites for development. It is 

therefore considered that the plan does not increase the risk and 

dependant on applications coming forward may even support the 
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reduction of risk through the encouragement of high-quality 

design. 

With reference to the existing evidence base compiled and 

localised nature of allocations and associated minimal effects, 

there is not considered to be a need for further more detailed 

SEA in respect of flood risk issues. 

The plan does not seek to allocate sites for development 

however policies within the plan seek to reduce the risk to human 

health through development management policies. Policies will 

have an impact over the life of the plan by encouraging active 

lifestyles, enhancing green infrastructure and supporting a 

reduction in private car journeys. 

The level of risk (or reduction to) is reliant on the level of growth 

within the PNDP area as many of these policies are directly 

linked to development within the parish. The PNDP itself makes 

no development allocations and so is not considered to create 

any effects of significance.  

The magnitude and spatial extent 

of the effects (geographical area 

and size of the population likely to 

be affected). 

 

The PNDP relates to Pucklechurch Parish, a specific and 

contained area within South Gloucestershire. The parish area 

covers 790 hectares and has a population of 3,200 people at the 

time of the 2021 census. 

Although the PNDP area covers the entire parish, the plan does 

not propose any development allocations within the plan and 

instead the policies aim to set out more detailed development 

management proposals than that already set out in the adopted 

South Gloucestershire Development Plan documents which have 

already been subject to sustainability appraisal. Supporting this 

is a Design Code which will also seek to ensure higher quality 

design where new developments do come forward. 

Therefore, it is considered that effects arising from policy are 

considered to have very localised effects e.g. on immediately 

adjacent buildings or building users or localised areas within 

Pucklechurch Parish. 

The magnitude and spatial extent of any potential effects are 

also not considered to be of significance to warrant Strategic 

Environmental Assessment. 

The value and vulnerability of the 

area likely to be affected due to: 

 

Special natural characteristics or 

cultural heritage; 

Habitats Regulation Assessment Screening Opinion 

The Pucklechurch neighbourhood plan area over 15km from the 

Severn Estuary European protected site (Special Protection Area 

(SPA), Special Area of Conservation (SAC) and RAMSAR site) 

at its closest point. There are no other European protected sites 

affected. There are several SNCIs located within the plan area 
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Exceeded environmental quality 

standards or limit values; 

Intensive land uses. 

 

And; 

 

The effects on areas or 

landscapes, which have a 

recognised national, Community 

or international protection status. 

 

 

 

and immediately adjacent. There are RIGs located within the 

plan area. 

This screening opinion has considered the potential for likely 

significant effects of the Neighbourhood Plan on the Severn 

Estuary European protected site.  

An initial assessment was undertaken to identify whether any 

components of the Neighbourhood Plan have the potential to 

result in likely significant effects on the Severn Estuary European 

site (with reference to the criteria set out in The Habitats 

Regulations Assessment Handbook[1]). As the Plan does not 

allocate any sites for new development, and instead adds detail 

to development management policies already in place in other 

Plans as well as the distance between the plan area and the site 

being over 15km. On this basis, this assessment concluded that 

the Neighbourhood Plan is not likely to result in significant effects 

as the policies included are either general aspirational 

statements and/or they set out criteria relating to any 

development proposed to be delivered through/ by other plans.  

Furthermore, it is considered that some of the Plan’s policies will 

actively support the protection of ecological assets in the medium 

to long term, particularly through the protection and 

enhancement of existing community facilities reducing the need 

for the community to seek leisure activities elsewhere as well as 

policies that will encourage modal shift toward more sustainable 

modes. 

It is therefore considered that more detailed consideration 

through either Strategic Environmental Assessment or 

Appropriate Assessment, under the Habitat Regulations, is not 

warranted. 

 

Heritage considerations 

The PNDP area contains a number of designated heritage 

assets, with a focus around the Pucklechurch Conservation Area 

which includes a concentration of nationally and locally listed 

heritage assets. The Siston Conservation Area although mostly 

outside of the neighbourhood area does have a small portion of 

its boundary to the south within the neighbourhood plan area. 

There is also a strong relationship the Dyrham Conservation 

Area and Dyrham National Park to the east of Pucklechurch 

although this also sits outside of the plan area. The Round 

 
[1] The Habitats Regulations Assessment Handbook, DTA Publications, available from 

http://www.dtapublications.co.uk/ 
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Burrow on Shortwood Hill as well as the Brandy Bottom Colliery 

are Scheduled Ancient Monuments located within the plan area.  

The plan does not propose any site allocations and so the impact 

on heritage assets is considered to be limited. The plan does 

seek to protect and enhance the existing character of the parish 

mainly though Policy PUCKLE 6 Good Design and Development 

Form in Pucklechurch Parish supported by a series of Design 

Codes and Character Areas and these seek to reinforce and add 

further detail to the adopted Core Strategy and Policies, Sites 

and Places Plan policies CS9 Managing the Environment and 

Heritage and PSP17 Heritage Assets and the Historic 

Environment. These policies include. 

The adopted Policy Framework within Core Strategy and PSP 

Plan, along with the PNDP will ensure any applications will be 

sited and designed to mitigate potential for effects, on the setting 

of listed buildings in Pucklechurch. 

--------------------- 

The plan, through its policies, is considered to create a further 

level of detail and positive approach to the consideration of 

heritage and cultural assets of value and vulnerability within the 

plan area.  

It is not considered that the plan creates the potential for 

significant negative effects on historic, cultural or material assets 

that would warrant SEA. 
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Appendix 2 – SEA Screening Opinion Responses from 
Statutory Consultees 
 

Correspondence from Historic England 
 
Dear Danny 
 
Thank you for your consultation on the SEA Screening Opinion of the emerging 
Pucklechurch Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
Rohan Torkildsen has passed this consultation to me as I handle all Neighbourhood 
Planning matters relating to South Gloucestershire. 
 
This is our first engagement in this Plan preparation process and we welcome the 
opportunity provided by sight of the emerging draft to identify and share any issues 
or matters of interest.  Experience has shown that such situations are mainly 
generated when a Plan proposes to allocate sites for development.  
 
Having considered the current draft Plan I can confirm that there are no specific 
matters associated with it upon which we would wish to comment at this 
stage.  Unless the policies change significantly as the Plan evolves it is also unlikely 
that we would wish to comment at subsequent stages in its preparation and 
consultation, other than perhaps to commend the community generally, and 
particularly on its inclusion of design codes. 
 
In terms of the SEA Screening itself, only policy Puckle 2 which sets out aspirations 
for Local Community Facilities has prompted more detailed consideration.  While 
these are specific in defining the nature of the individual facilities identified the policy 
is not specific in defining either their location and/or their quantum.  We therefore feel 
that consideration of necessary heritage (and other) matters can comfortably take 
place as part of any subsequent planning application process, and that this will be 
capable of ensuring that proposals are consistent with overarching national and local 
planning policy for the protection and enhancement of the historic environment. 
 
On this basis we do not feel that the policy - and by extension the Plan itself - is likely 
to generate significant environmental effects, and therefore raise no objection to the 
view that a full SEA is not required. 
 
Kind regards 
 
David  
 
David Stuart | Historic Places Adviser 
 
I now work only 2 days a week, usually Tuesdays and Wednesdays 
 
Historic England | South West 
1st Floor Fermentation North | Finzels Reach | Hawkins Lane | Bristol | BS1 6WQ 
Direct Line: 0117 975 0680 | Mobile: 0797 924 0316 
https://historicengland.org.uk/southwest 
 

https://historicengland.org.uk/southwest
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Work with us to champion heritage and improve lives. Read our Future Strategy and get involved at 
historicengland.org.uk/strategy. 
Follow us:  Facebook  |  Twitter  |  Instagram     Sign up to our newsletter      

This e-mail (and any attachments) is confidential and may contain personal views which are not the views of Historic England unless 
specifically stated. If you have received it in error, please delete it from your system and notify the sender immediately. Do not use, copy 
or disclose the information in any way nor act in reliance on it. Any information sent to Historic England may become publicly available. 
We respect your privacy and the use of your information. Please read our full privacy policy for more information. 
 

From: Danny Dixon <Danny.Dixon@southglos.gov.uk>  
Sent: 09 August 2024 11:24 
To: South West Casework <SouthWestCasework@HistoricEngland.org.uk> 
Cc: Policy consultation <Policy.consultation@southglos.gov.uk>; Danny Dixon 
<Danny.Dixon@southglos.gov.uk> 
Subject: Pucklechurch Neighbourhood Plan: SEA Screening Opinion 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Dear Rohan, 
  
South Gloucestershire Council has undertaken a Strategic Environmental Assessment 
screening exercise for an emerging draft of the Pucklechurch Neighbourhood Plan. The plan has 
not yet reached the formal regulation 14 consultation stage while the Steering Group wait for 
determination from the Screening Opinion. 
  
This is intended to assist determination, in consultation with you as a statutory body, whether 
or not the Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) would require a Strategic Environmental 
Assessment and assessment under the Habitats Regulations. 
  
Please find attached the Screening Opinion and emerging draft of the Pucklechurch 
Neighbourhood Plan. 
  
If you have any questions on the Screening Opinion or Neighbourhood Plan please do contact 
the Local Plan team. Please can we have comments on the screening opinion no later than the 
13 September 2024. 
  
Kind regards, 
 

Danny Dixon 

Strategic Planning Policy & Specialist Advice Team 

policy.consultation@southglos.gov.uk 

Department for Place | PO Box 1954 | Bristol | BS37 0DD 

  

Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail 

 

  

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fuk.content.exclaimer.net%2F%3Furl%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fhistoricengland.org.uk%252Fstrategy%26tenantid%3Dpti8bxdCEe6pvWBFvdKH0g%26templateid%3D09be28bb2f2aee11b8f06045bdc1a196%26excomponentid%3DK9nW_Y78rIXgOb1D_ApS-X0bdDs1OFzblrCEiaAMYBk%26excomponenttype%3DLink%26signature%3Dn6KSJXRA_ydw-9iy-IEXaQl7TZ7EQcyGI0YfbJrUxYU6WGFWUEDtPTufspwEzq06cJpgwJdC4MixeOZr4jSHneCn6efl1W3KtnhLejnlCzVqeifTSmGvpySdwBztXXkehCn2pgH1AoNmUjlzih7j75ILICKzALpQFf0_2_44uGFq5DDwJJUpGE3iV5MBbn7aXwg_QeIm4Wy6cHBzG1rjjAB5qqJENDH_iaZn2rz8xqkD10-8-iegeLSFeM9yFsNkd1YbkMrBWi95SzECPf2K3ppPJbee2KmF7FNjEuWZIOFWSWLcMwuNeYpz8uWCEdE1bmAMFOyAhA3BqsUBCZyrvw%26v%3D1%26imprintMessageId%3D0409b0af-3fb3-457c-b05d-5c83d6673c91&data=05%7C02%7Cdanny.dixon%40southglos.gov.uk%7Ce907fa08df37456fd7bb08dcd1b3aadd%7C64b09e5287ad46be97d2d96dd06f3ad4%7C0%7C0%7C638615816818796599%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cifpWOAWib%2BQUxbPVbXinMAyOGtdenPmu9etKjzCf9g%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fuk.content.exclaimer.net%2F%3Furl%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.facebook.com%252FHistoricEngland%26tenantid%3Dpti8bxdCEe6pvWBFvdKH0g%26templateid%3D09be28bb2f2aee11b8f06045bdc1a196%26excomponentid%3D1B9bSXfuBca2GztfBUeEYo9c0cvgaoKlSE0ebebu_oU%26excomponenttype%3DLink%26signature%3DhUaV7FtC5Li9MTuwTCHgCIXNTCgOxLjhFqmFNXZ0epvdNpjVd_uG-K2yujbytkboDSKGsN0YXeT5gTjZHrxxXWCq9Yx5ben8VCVPD-WkXb7pPzz2CdWcqz3r72rzCwqjlU6FlA72VMUExu4WpXvvwGV_YtgbDB-ERwMGj8VuLrhH0jToPGfgcWGI9iPNAdYmPeeysrsmUKWzHcLhFDQlFR-H7IKVo-Zh569Rfm79U5oE50QJ4fPCfpBTdwBagqpcL2hjlw3JO3ftxIStt5FWu2CGUpKortiDxqSz0w-zvaMt7yQwflWvLlgy8k7yVPkHL3FEzpHCptgi_4WT3sqZaQ%26v%3D1%26imprintMessageId%3D0409b0af-3fb3-457c-b05d-5c83d6673c91&data=05%7C02%7Cdanny.dixon%40southglos.gov.uk%7Ce907fa08df37456fd7bb08dcd1b3aadd%7C64b09e5287ad46be97d2d96dd06f3ad4%7C0%7C0%7C638615816818807534%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8LYbykT48b5ll%2BiNDU9KDhiOvLxzUz79wpRDOWIenZo%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fuk.content.exclaimer.net%2F%3Furl%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Ftwitter.com%252FHistoricEngland%26tenantid%3Dpti8bxdCEe6pvWBFvdKH0g%26templateid%3D09be28bb2f2aee11b8f06045bdc1a196%26excomponentid%3DvNGOrV-oMBJxh9SZ6X56Tcj2Qew02Mfp-fJN6uLjn9w%26excomponenttype%3DLink%26signature%3DG2J6lxbRYUU-dMj0YeHOrFlLhgHu3WNN5SmXXRs1csMlcaUTlm5n6Pr-D0bA74FANR9LAEW0Zq5aJFCWgDn1e2eo9oYZFTFyJkOg0bvXTVFBTm8OOboxXWpCU9BeeirGgizPV4FdnUSchD3N2OOrfFv4Ftjf39ZqWSujtnl5rshnP2TsCIXiFY4IA1erKLsaNlfDIs7TwLpLyTnTN1hlXpOHViHD8N0b8jNTk9ICqNedy9LAnmYDGoH19W2hx7Ys2cc1TM9wH7BeKCitRlfcVsmCc6UIKK_AjBr2AXdCs8z7s5nclvCrESiP2ApwKhr31Lbb_CzuUwEvW7mnLp4y-A%26v%3D1%26imprintMessageId%3D0409b0af-3fb3-457c-b05d-5c83d6673c91&data=05%7C02%7Cdanny.dixon%40southglos.gov.uk%7Ce907fa08df37456fd7bb08dcd1b3aadd%7C64b09e5287ad46be97d2d96dd06f3ad4%7C0%7C0%7C638615816818816493%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=awFOYoQbehHdsLXVCYhBnnRaKcbmY5PWU9fPAZJDxfw%3D&reserved=0
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Correspondence from Natural England 
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Dear Sir/Madam, 
  
South Gloucestershire Council has undertaken a Strategic Environmental Assessment screening 
exercise for an emerging draft of the Pucklechurch Neighbourhood Plan. The plan has not yet 
reached the formal regulation 14 consultation stage while the Steering Group wait for determination 
from the Screening Opinion. 
  
This is intended to assist determination, in consultation with you as a statutory body, whether or not 
the Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) would require a Strategic Environmental Assessment 
and assessment under the Habitats Regulations. 
  
Please find attached the Screening Opinion and emerging draft of the Pucklechurch Neighbourhood 
Plan. 
  
If you have any questions on the Screening Opinion or Neighbourhood Plan please do contact the 
Local Plan team. Please can we have comments on the screening opinion no later than the 13 
September 2024. 
  
Kind regards, 
 
 
Danny Dixon 
Senior Planning Policy Officer 
Strategic Planning Policy & Specialist Advice Team 
  
Email: Danny.Dixon@southglos.gov.uk 
Phone: 01454 868 896 
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Dear Alex, 
  
South Gloucestershire Council has undertaken a Strategic Environmental Assessment 
screening exercise for an emerging draft of the Pucklechurch Neighbourhood Plan. The plan has 
not yet reached the formal regulation 14 consultation stage while the Steering Group wait for 
determination from the Screening Opinion. 
  
This is intended to assist determination, in consultation with you as a statutory body, whether 
or not the Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) would require a Strategic Environmental 
Assessment and assessment under the Habitats Regulations. 
  
Please find attached the Screening Opinion and emerging draft of the Pucklechurch 
Neighbourhood Plan. 
  
If you have any questions on the Screening Opinion or Neighbourhood Plan please do contact 
the Local Plan team. Please can we have comments on the screening opinion no later than the 
13 September 2024. 
  
Kind regards, 
  
 
Danny Dixon 
Strategic Planning Policy & Specialist Advice Team 
policy.consultation@southglos.gov.uk 
Department for Place | PO Box 1954 | Bristol | BS37 0DD 
  
Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail 
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