Pucklechurch Village Climate & Nature Action Guide
Inspirational and practical resources

Part 1: The Challenges That Lie Ahead
We face interconnected global and local challenges. Understanding these realities is the first step toward building resilience and preparedness here in Pucklechurch.

	Area of Challenge
	Potential Impacts & Realities
 

	Health
	Direct health risks from heatwaves, new patterns of infectious diseases, mental health impacts of stress and strain on health services.

	Food and Resource Availability
	Disruptions to economic systems, global and domestic agricultural and other resource supply chains, may lead to shortages and significant price increases.

	Extreme Weather Events
	Extreme heat, storms, flooding, and prolonged droughts may affect local homes, roads, and village infrastructure.

	Biodiversity
	Accelerated loss of local wildlife habitats, collapsing pollinator populations essential for crops, and ecosystem imbalances.

	Social Challenges
	Rising inequality as vulnerable populations are hit hardest by climate impacts, potentially straining social safety nets and community cohesion.

	Transport
	Severe disruptions to travel networks from extreme weather, volatile energy costs.

	Economics
	Inflationary pressures on basic goods, insurance costs, and the costs of adapting local infrastructure to new extremes.

	The Unexpected
	"Cascading effects" where multiple crises overlap at once 





Part 2: Personal Actions You Can Take

While the challenges are vast, individual choices create immediate positive impacts and set powerful examples. Here are practical steps you can integrate into your daily life:
· Learn from reliable sources - Prepare without getting paranoid. BBC, UK Gov, 
· Personal care just do your best to take care of your physical, mental and social health. 
WERN’s Village Agent service help enable people to stay healthy and independent for longer https://www.wern.org.uk/southglos-village-agents
Centre for Ageing Better – https://ageing-better.org.uk
South Glos LIFE: a source of local information, advice and guidance for people living in South Gloucestershire https://life.southglos.gov.uk/kb5/southglos/directory/home.page
Memory café at Doynton email: mcdoynton@gmail.com
· Energy & Home: Improve your home's energy efficiency and temperature regulation
For local energy advice 
· South Gloucestershire Council energy advice https://beta.southglos.gov.uk/home-energy-advice/  
· South Gloucestershire Community Energy Network https://sgcen.org  
· ELCoE https://elcoe.co.uk  
· Severn Wye https://severnwye.org.uk
· Energy Savings Trust - top tips to save energy in your home https://energysavingtrust.org.uk/hub/quick-tips-to-save-energy/
· Diet & Food: Consider ways to transition towards affordable, plant-rich diet, local and seasonal produce. Meal plan if possible. Reduce food waste and consider composting.
South Gloucestershire Local Food Partnership https://www.sustainablefoodplaces.org/members/south-gloucestershire/
Local Fruit & Veg Shops, Farmers Markets and Food Festivals https://www.sustainablefoodplaces.org/resources/partner_uploads/south-gloucestershire_1774520958.pdf
· Transport: Choose active travel (walking or cycling) for short trips, utilize public transport, and consider car-sharing or transitioning to an electric vehicle when replacing your car.
Green Community Travel https://greencommunitytravel.co.uk – offer bookable voluntary car and accessible hospital travel, Ring and Ride and more.
· Consumption & Waste: Embrace the circular economy—buy less, choose second-hand, learn to repair broken items, and recycle diligently.
For Information on the circular economy/regenerative economics visit – Ellen MacArthur Foundation https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/topics/circular-economy-introduction/overview
Doughnut Economics Action Lab – https://doughnuteconomics.org
· Nature at Home: Rewild a patch of your garden, plant native, pollinator-friendly flowers, leave gaps in fences for hedgehogs, and eliminate the use of chemical pesticides.
Local supplier of native wildflower plants (Stapleton, Bristol) https://www.growwilder.co.uk
Hedgehog Street – https://www.hedgehogstreet.org ideas for helping hedgehogs
Buglife - downloadable leaflets with ideas for building bug, bee and insect hotels to ways to make your garden bug friendly – visit https://www.buglife.org.uk/get-involved/gardening-for-bugs/
Pucklechurch Gardeners club - For Club Information please contact Sallie Brooks email: sallie61@me.com Mobile: 07751678467
Hedgerows and climate change https://ptes.org/hedgerow/hedgerows-and-climate-change/

Part 3: Positive and Proactive Community Actions
Community resilience is our strongest defence. Together, Pucklechurch can build a supportive, sustainable, and adaptive village.
· Creating a cohesive community –event questionnaire and joining the mailing list, more details in part 5
· Local Growing: Support local growers and community allotments, seed swaps, and food-sharing initiatives to build local food security and reduce food miles.
To apply for an allotment at Westerleigh Road contact Pucklechurch Parish Council email: clerk@pucklechurchparishcouncil.gov.uk
· Skill Share & Repair and recycle: saving money and reducing waste. Shout out Pucklechurch, Bristol share and repair,  
· Resilience Networks: Support your neighbours, join local groups to check on elderly or vulnerable neighbours during extreme heat or flooding events.
Pucklechurch and Shortwood Good Neighbours  scheme providing contact and support to vulnerable members of our community - goodneighbours@pucklechurch.org tel: 07961 939 574
· Community Energy: Explore collective purchasing of solar panels, bulk insulation buying groups, or even localized renewable energy microgrids.
· Biodiversity Projects: Coordinate village-wide tree planting, maintain wildflower verges, and create wildlife corridors through shared green spaces and interconnected gardens.
Helping at Pucklechurch Wood https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/tree-planting-at-pucklechurch-woodland-tickets-2003051499957
Pucklechurch Community Orchard and Nature area near Cable Close Pucklechurch.  Managed by One Planet Matters https://www.oneplanetmatters.com/pucklechurch

Part 4: Engaging in National Actions
Local action is vital, but avoiding the worst impacts of climate change requires systemic national and global shifts. Here is how you can use your voice as a citizen:
· Advocacy: Write regularly to your local MP advocating for environmental protections, and a faster, fairer transition to renewable energy.
Claire Young MP email: claire.young.mp@parliament.uk website: https://www.southgloslibdems.org.uk/claire-young-mp
· Democratic Participation: Vote in every election for candidates and policies that prioritize urgent climate action and ecological restoration.
South Gloucestershire Council elections May 2027
West of England Combined Mayoral Authority 2029
· National Campaigns: Support, donate to, or join reputable national organisations (e.g., The Wildlife Trusts, Friends of the Earth, Greenpeace).
Campaign to Protect rural England CPRE https://www.cpre.org.uk
Avon Wildlife Trust https://www.avonwildlifetrust.org.uk
Friends of the Earth https://friendsoftheearth.uk
Greenpeace https://www.greenpeace.org.uk
· Financial Influence: Shop eco-responsibly. Consider moving your investments, and daily banking to ethical institutions. BBC guide


Part 5: Creating a Cohesive Community
We journey together, not because it is easy, but because it brings out our best when we try.
From Problem to Opportunity
Learning to navigate the uncertain times ahead, can be a catalyst for us to foster a community rooted in deep mutual respect, support, and shared goals. This can start with small acts of kindness and build to calm acts of consideration amidst conflict. Below are a few suggestions.
Choose a Common Purpose (Bringing Out Our Best)
Let’s work together to support our community as a safe, thriving, and beautiful place for current and future generations. By focusing on this shared values, we can channel our collective energy, ingenuity, and spirit into constructive, positive action.
Our Process (Kindness, Honesty, Integrity)
How we work together is as important as the physical projects we achieve. Can we commit to:

· Kindness: Offering consideration and support
· Honesty: Speaking truthfully.
· Integrity: Following through on our commitments, maintaining transparency in our community projects, and ensuring our actions align with our values.
Respecting Different Perspectives and Powers
Each of us is unique with valued viewpoints to offer. Can we listen well and respond respectfully. 

Every resident has a unique set of skills, resources. Some may have the time to organise, while others have technical knowledge, financial resources, or a talent for bringing people together. We value all contributions, big and small.

If you would like to participate in a positive and proactive way please complete this online form to join a mailing list - Event questionnaire and joining the mailing list  It’s just a group interested in being kept in the loop, no commitments. We will respect your privacy as per the Pucklechurch Parish Council privacy policy.  


